Combined cataract-glaucoma surgery using the THC:YAG (holmium) laser ab interno without gonioscopy.
We describe a simple method of combined cataract-glaucoma surgery, involving use of the THC:YAG (holmium) laser ab interno, without gonioscopy, in which the initial cataract incision remains small and the glaucoma filtering procedure can be completed relatively quickly, with minimal surgical manipulation of the conjunctiva. In a series of 15 eyes (13 patients) with visually significant cataracts and medically uncontrolled glaucoma, followed for an average of 14 weeks (range, 1 to 26 weeks), 13 of the 15 eyes had decreased IOP. Visual acuity was improved in 9 eyes, remained the same in 4 eyes (with age-related macular degeneration), and was worse in 2 eyes (with opacification of the posterior capsule sufficient to account for the decrease in acuity).